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TO  HIS  HONOUR  J.  J.  BOWLEN, 

Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  Province  of  Alberta, 

Sir: 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  which  covers  the  fiscal  year  ending 
31st  March,  1953, 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  D,  JORGENSON, 

Minister. 


...  Minister 


HONOURABLE  L.  C  HALMRAST. 
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Report  of  the  Deputy  Minister 


Edmonton,  Alberta 

January  6th,  1954 

Honourable  R.  D.  Jorgenson, 

Minister  of  Public  Welfare, 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

Sin 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  The  Depart- 
ment  of  Public  Welfare  Act,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the 
Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  which 
covers  the  fiscal  year  ended  31st  March,  1953, 

The  Department  consists  of  the  branches  and  divisions  as  listed 
hereunder  and  a  separate  report  of  the  activities  of  each  branch  and 
division  is  submitted  herewith: 

The  Public  Welfare  Assistance  Branch 
Single  Men's  Division 
Rehabilitation  Branch 
Child  Welfare  Branch 
Mothers'  Allowance  Branch 
Pensions  Branch 
Inspection  Branch 
Accounting  Branch 

The  Department  is  required  to  administer  the  following  statutes: 

The  Blind  Persons  Act 

The  Child  Welfare  Act 

The  Home  for  Aged  or  Infirm  Act 

The  improvement  Districts  Act  (Sections  45,  46,  47) 

The  Maternal  Welfare  Act 

The  Metis  Population  Betterment  Act 

The  Mothers'  Allowance  Act 

The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act 

The  Poliomyelitis  Sufferers'  Act  (Section  3) 

The  Public  Contributions  Act 

The  Public  Welfare  Act 

The  Public  Welfare  Assistance  Act 

The  Relief  Liability  Act 

The  Supplementary  Allowance  Act 

The  Widows'  Pensions  Act 

At  the  1952  Session  of  the  Legislature  the  following  Acts  were 
placed  on  the  statutes: 

The  Blind  Persons  Act 
The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act 
The  Supplementary  Allowance  Act 
The  Widows'  Pensions  Act 

The  Blind  Persons  Act  and  The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act  are 
complementary  to  similar  Acts  passed  by  the  federal  government. 
The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act  provides  for  the  payment  of  assistance 
up  to  the  sum  of  $40.00  a  month  to  persons  in  the  65-69  age  category 
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and  one-half  of  the  amount  is  recoverable  from  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Blind  Persons  Act  provides  for  the  payment  of  an  allow¬ 
ance  up  to  $40.00  a  month  to  blind  persons  who  have  reached  the 
age  of  21  years.  Seventy-five  percent  of  these  allowances  is  recover¬ 
able  from  the  federal  government. 

The  Supplementary  Allowance  Act,  which  replaces  the  former 
Old  Age  Pensions  (Supplementary  Allowance)  Act,  now  provides, 
under  certain  circumstances,  for  the  payment  of  allowances  up  to 
$10.00  a  month  to  persons  in  receipt  of  Old  Age  Security,  Old  Age 
Assistance  and  Blind  Persons  Allowances  while  it  makes  provision 
for  the  continuation  of  the  payment  of  the  maximum  allowance  of 
$10.00  a  month  to  those  who  are  receiving  the  allowance  under  the 
former  Act. 

The  Widows7  Pensions  Act  provides  for  the  payment  of  a  pension 
up  to  $40.00  a  month  to  needy  widows  in  the  60-65  age  group. 

The  continued  industrial  development  of  the  Province  has 
resulted  in  the  influx  of  persons  from  other  parts  of  the  Dominion, 
from  the  United  States  and  various  countries  overseas.  Those  willing 
and  able  to  work  have  readily  obtained  employment  at  the  high  rate 
of  wages  that  is  now  available.  This  situation  has  also  resulted  in 
many  of  our  permanent  residents  changing  from  their  regular  em¬ 
ployment  with  the  result  that  a  number  of  the  well  established  firms 
are  finding  it  difficult  to  acquire  satisfactory  staff. 

As  is  customary  in  periods  of  rapid  expansion  the  Province  is 
having  its  population  increased  by  a  number  of  persons  who  desire 
to  make  a  living  without  having  to  exert  much  effort.  This  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  substantial  increase  of  the  number  on  the  relief  rolls  both 
of  the  municipalities  and  the  Province  and  this  is  particularly  notice¬ 
able  during  the  winter  months  when  these  people  congregate  in  the 
larger  centres.  The  most  astounding  feature  of  these  cases  is  that 
so  few  have  been  gainfully  employed  at  any  time  as  evidenced  by  the 
lack  of  their  ability  to  obtain  unemployment  insurance  benefits. 

The  demand  for  services  to  non-employed  persons  including 
hospital  and  medical  attention  continues  to  show  a  steady  increase 
while  the  cost  of  such  services  has  shown  a  substantial  increase  during 
the  year.  Many  elderly  persons  who  in  the  past  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  sufficient  remunerative  employment  to  look  after  them¬ 
selves  must  now  definitely  be  regarded  as  in  the  unemployable  class 
and  those  of  age  would  naturally  take  advantage  of  the  present  old 
age  assistance  scheme  and  later  take  advantage  of  the  federal  old 
age  security.  It  has  always  been  the  desire  of  the  government  to  see 
that  this  class  of  people  is  adequately  cared  for. 

The  rehabilitation  and  re-establishment  policy  which  has  been 
in  effect  in  this  Province  for  many  years  continues  to  show  satisfactory 
results.  Many  families  formerly  in  receipt  of  assistance  have  been 
successfully  re-established  and  are  now  fully  maintaining  themselves. 
This  is  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  constant  and  untiring  efforts  of 
the  individual  members  of  the  staff  who  have  been  successful  in 
finding  employment  for  a  number  of  persons  through  sources  other 
than  the  National  Employment  Service. 
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The  Metis  settlement  scheme  continues  to  fulfil  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended  and  full  details  of  the  activities  of  this  branch 
are  embodied  in  a  separate  report  covering  this  phase  of  our 
operations. 

Improvements  at  the  Welfare  Depot  at  Gunn  continue  to  be 
made  and  accommodation  for  over  one  hundred  single,  homeless, 
unemployable  persons  is  now  available  at  this  point.  The  hostels  at 
Edmonton  and  Calgary  operated  by  the  Province  provide,  along  with 
the  Welfare  Depot  at  Gunn,  for  the  aged  or  physically  unfit,  single 
men.  Those  in  good  physical  shape  are  usually  sent  to  the  depot  at 
Gunn  while  others  who  might  require  medical  care  are  usually 
retained  at  the  larger  centres.  These  centres  continue  to  maintain 
the  highest  peak  of  efficiency  and  our  experience  has  shown  that 
this  method  is  the  most  successful  one  for  looking  after  single,  home¬ 
less  persons.  The  inmates  of  these  homes  always  seem  happy  and 
contented  and  they  express  themselves  as  being  satisfied  with  their 
environment. 

The  method  of  providing  medical  services  to  indigent  persons 
living  in  remote  areas  of  the  Province  as  has  been  in  effect  for  many 
years  is  proving  satisfactory.  Seventeen  doctors  and  four  nurses  now 
under  contract  provide  medical  aid  in  the  outlying  areas  of  the 
Province  while  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  hospitals  to 
provide  treatment  for  these  people.  Medical  supplies  and  equipment 
are  furnished  to  local  nurses  and  nursing  institutions  where  other 
forms  of  medical  services  are  not  readily  available. 

The  work  of  the  Pensions  Branch  continues  to  increase  in 
volume.  The  transfer  of  persons  who  have  reached  the  age  of  70 
years  to  Federal  old  age  security  has  not  reduced  the  work  to  any 
extent  for  the  reason  that  the  Province  continues  to  pay  the  provincial 
supplementary  allowance  to  those  transferred.  Furthermore  this 
branch  is  also  required  to  handle  all  applications  for  Old  Age  Assist¬ 
ance  of  the  65-69  year  old  group  in  addition  to  the  Blind  Persons' 
Allowances  and  the  Widows'  Pensions. 

The  Inspection  Branch  continues  to  perform  its  work  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  It  is  required  to  furnish  a  report  on  each  person 
receiving  assistance  from  the  Department  either  in  the  form  of 
Supplementary  Allowance,  Old  Age  Assistance  or  the  Blind  Persons 
Allowance.  In  addition  to  this  it  requires  the  inspection  of  all  foster 
homes  in  which  children  who  are  wards  of  the  government  are  placed. 

The  gross  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  period  under 
review  amounted  to  $8,009,136  compared  with  $12,392,310.  In  the 
latter  figure  was  included  an  amount  of  $6,639,317  for  Old  Age 
Pensions  which  is  now  transferred  to  Federal  Old  Age  Security  and 
is  administered  directly  by  the  federal  government.  The  Supplemen¬ 
tary  Allowances  have  increased  a  matter  of  $419,000  during  the  year 
while  the  Mothers'  Allowances  show  an  increase  of  $153,000.  In 
addition  to  this  the  Widows'  Pensions  called  for  payment  of  $148,760. 
The  costs  to  the  Province  for  the  present  pension  schemes  are  as 
follows: 
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1951  -  52 


Old  Age  Pensions _ 

Old  Age  Assistance  _ 

Blind  Persons  Allowance 
Supplementary  Allowance 

Widows'  Pensions 


Mothers'  Allowance 


Expended 

Recovered  from 
Federal  Government 

Cost  to 
Province 

$6,350,169 

289,148 

221,263 

2,283,996 

$4,76 2,627 
144,574 
165,947 

$1,587,542 

144,574 

55,316 

2,283,996 

9,144,576 

895,643 

5,073,148 

4,071,428 

895,643 

$10,040,219 

$5,073,148 

$4,967,071 

1952-53 

Expended 

Recovered  from 
Federal  Government 

Cost  to 
Province 

Old  Age  Pensions _ _  $ 

Old  Age  Assistance  _  1,953,364 

Blind  Persons  Allowance  179,907 

Supplementary  Allowance  2,630,224 

Widows'  Pensions  148,760 


976,682 

134,930 


976.682 

44,977 

2,630,224 

148,760 


4,912,255 

Mothers'  Allowance  1,048,758 


1,111,612  3,800,643 

1,048,758 


$5,961,013 


$1,1  1 1,612  $4,849,401 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  saving  to  the  Province  under  the  former 
old  age  pension  scheme  has  been  absorbed  almost  to  the  full  extent 
by  increased  services  provided  at  the  entire  expense  of  the  Province. 
The  grants  to  municipalities  under  The  Public  Welfare  Assistance  Act 
and  The  Home  for  Aged  or  Infirm  Act  have  shown  some  decrease, 
the  reason  being  that  q  large  number  of  persons  who  received 
benefits  directly  from  the  municipality  are  now  in  receipt  of  the 
Federal  Old  Age  Security. 

An  increasing  interest  in  welfare  matters  continues  to  develop 
among  our  citizens  and  this  attitude  is  noted  with  deepest  satisfaction 
by  the  staff  of  the  Department. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
for  the  loyal  and  faithful  support  which  has  been  given  by  all  members 
of  the  staff  throughout  the  year.  The  very  nature  of  the  work  of  this 
Department,  dealing  as  it  does  with  suffering  and  distress,  requires 
fact  and  firmness  combined  with  sympathetic  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A,  H.  MILLER, 

Deputy  Minister  of  Public  Welfare 
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Public  Assistance  Branch 

REPORT  OF  THE  DEPARTMENTAL  SUPERVISOR, 

RAY  G.  HAGEN 

As  in  previous  years  temporary  assistance  was  given  to  persons 
when,  after  study,  it  was  found  circumstances  beyond  their  control 
made  it  impossible  for  them  to  provide  properly  for  themselves  or 
families.  We  have  found  in  worthy  cases  that  the  issue  of  assistance 
to  a  distressed  family  has  been  a  means  of  cementing  the  family 
unit's  relationship.  Such  cases  have  been  followed  through  by  obtain¬ 
ing  jobs  for  the  man  of  the  family  and  contacts  continued  until  the 
persons  were  returned  to  a  self-respecting  place  in  the  community. 
This  Branch's  work  in  rehabilitation,  which  we  continue  to  stress, 
could  not  have  had  the  desired  effect  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police,  community  welfare  and  other 
Department  Branches,  for  whose  co-operation  we  are  extremely 
thankful. 

In  a  30  day  period  during  the  fiscal  year  under  review  919 
persons  were  assisted  directly  through  this  Branch  with  food,  fuel, 
clothing  and  shelter.  During  the  same  period  949  persons  were  pro¬ 
vided  with  medical  and  hospital  services.  Grants  were  paid  to  muni¬ 
cipalities  in  behalf  of  2,983  persons  under  The  Public  Welfare 
Assistance  Act  during  the  same  period. 

Grants  up  to  one-half  of  the  amounts  incurred  are  paid  in  behalf 
of  aged  and  infirm  persons  cared  for  in  licensed  homes  as  a  charge 
on  a  municipality.  These  grants,  which  are  available  to  municipalities 
on  application,  are  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  The  Home 
for  Aged  or  Infirm  Act.  In  this  connection  and  during  a  30  day 
period  in  the  year  1952-53  grants  were  paid  to  municipalities  in 
behalf  of  621  persons. 

Physically  handicapped  persons  qualifying  under  The  Poliomye¬ 
litis  Sufferers  Act  continued  to  benefit  by  this  scheme.  In  this  parti¬ 
cular  aspect  of  our  work  we  were  assisted  greatly  by  having  many  of 
the  people  accepted  under  the  Vocational  Training  Scheme,  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Department  of  Education.  Eligible  mothers  continued 
to  be  assisted  under  The  Maternal  Welfare  Act.  This  measure  is  used 
to  provide  emergent  assistance  to  those  who  are  not  entirely  in  a 
position  to  obtain  gainful  employment. 

The  housing  shortage,  together  with  other  living  accommodation 
being  limited,  still  is  a  growing  problem,  This  situation  has  been 
aggravated  by  the  large  influx  of  people  into  Alberta,  many  of  whom 
arrive  with  few  or  no  resources  hoping  to  better  themselves.  This 
sudden  and  continued  increase  in  population  has  resulted  in  families 
of  good  repute  having  to  live  under  rather  crowded  conditions  that 
would  not  have  been  normally  acceptable.  As  may  be  expected,  such 
living  conditions  give  us  much  concern  and,  to  safeguard  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  outbreaks  of  juvenile  misdemeanors,  preventive  measures 
have  been  instituted  in  certain  areas  by  department  officials,  muni¬ 
cipal  welfare  officers  and  community  organizations  in  establishing 
various  forms  of  sports  activities. 
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The  problems  of  the  distressed  applicants  have  always  been 
given  careful  consideration.  Our  representatives  in  interview  exercise 
patience  and  tolerance,  and  where  firmness  is  necessary  the  individ¬ 
uals  are  treated  with  courtesy  and  respect. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Single  Men's  Branch 

REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR,  W.  A.  R.  REES 
YEAR  1952  -  1953 

The  number  of  single  men  applying  for  assistance  has  been  on 
the  upswing  during  the  past  two  years. 

Destitute  single  men  who  have  not  established  residence  in  a 
municipality,  town,  or  city,  are  cared  for  by  the  Single  Men's  Branch 
of  the  Provincial  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  Branch  also  provides  temporary  assistance  for  married  men 
who  have  drifted  into  the  Province  and  whose  wives  and  dependents 
reside  outside  Alberta. 

Material  assistance  is  given  in  the  form  of  food  vouchers  to 
destitute  elderly  homesteaders  and  trappers  who  prefer  living  in  their 
own  shacks  to  coming  in  to  one  of  the  establishments  maintained  to 
care  for  men  of  this  description. 

Young  men  who  are  discharged  from  hospital,  with  no  relatives 
or  means  to  tide  them  over  until  they  can  re-enter  the  labour  market, 
are  looked  after  until  they  are  able  to  provide  for  themselves. 

Many  old  age  pensioners,  who  have  no  municipal  residence  and 
have  reached  the  stage  where  they  can  no  longer  care  for  themselves, 
have  to  be  cared  for  in  nursing  homes.  Where  the  charges  are  greater 
than  the  pension  they  receive  this  Branch  administers  and  provides 
the  additional  moneys  required  in  these  cases. 

Edmorafon  end  Calgary  Hostels 

A  hostel  is  operated  in  each  of  the  provincial  cities  of  Edmonton 
and  Calgary  to  care  for  the  single  men  that  need  assistance. 

In  Edmonton  there  is  the  Old  Immigration  Hall  which  provides 
for  the  destitute  single  men  of  the  northern  half  of  the  province. 
Here  the  destitute  single  men  apply  for  assistance.  Applicants  are 
registered  and  provided  with  temporary  board  and  lodging.  If  medical 
attention  is  required  the  applicant  is  sent  to  the  Outdoor  Clinic  who 
decide  whether  hospital  treatment  is  necessary;  if  so,  arrangements 
are  made  for  it  to  be  provided.  If  the  patient  can  be  treated  by  the 
Outdoor  Clinic,  he  is  maintained  at  the  Old  Immigration  Hall  and 
attends  the  Outdoor  Clinic  as  required. 

The  Ogden  Hostel,  Calgary,  was  established  many  years  ago  to 
care  for  the  single  homeless  men  in  the  southern  half  of  the  province. 
To  help  to  decrease  the  cost  of  operation  a  large  garden  near  the 
hostel  is  maintained.  Sufficient  vegetables  are  grown  to  provide  for 
the  inmates  and  in  addition  lettuce,  radish  and  the  other  green  stuffs 
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are  grown  in  season  and  served  at  the  hostel.  Men  living  at  the  Ogden 
Hostel,  who  are  able,  assist  in  the  garden  work, 

There  is  a  doctor  in  attendance  and  also  a  matron  and  male 
orderlies  to  care  for  the  sick  who  are  not  sufficiently  ill  to  need 
hospital  care. 


Gunn  Welfare  Centre 

Situated  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  lake  shore  of  Lac 
Ste.  Anne  is  the  Gunn  Welfare  Centre.  The  centre  is  approximately 
fifty  miles  northwest  of  the  city  of  Edmonton.  The  new  Peace  River 
highway  passes  through  the  quarter  section  on  which  the  centre  is 
situated.  It  is  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  village  of  Gunn  and 
the  Canadian  National  Railway  depot.  There  is  also  a  daily  bus 
service  to  and  from  Edmonton. 

This  centre  was  built  to  provide  for  single  homeless  men  who 
are  provincial  charges  and  require  more  than  temporary  assistance. 
The  majority  of  the  occupants  are  elderly  men  who  have  reached  the 
stage  where  they  cannot  fend  for  themselves.  There  are  also  younger 
men  cared  for  there  who  have  been  discharged  from  hospital,  and 
who  require  some  weeks  of  convalescence  before  they  can  return  to 
their  various  occupations. 

Accommodation  at  the  centre  is  provided  in  huts.  The  men  live 
four  to  a  hut.  Each  has  his  own  room  and  there  is  a  common  living 
room.  Heat  is  provided  by  modern  oil  burning  heaters  that  give  a 
steady  temperature. 

The  meals  are  served  in  a  new  central  dining  hall  capable  of 
seating  one  hundred  at  a  meal.  This  was  constructed  last  year.  A 
copy  of  a  week's  meals  is  shown  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

There  is  also  a  new  recreation  hall  with  a  piano,  tables  for  games 
and  reading,  radio  and  a  library  of  books.  Local  organizations 
provide  entertainment  at  the  recreation  hall  for  the  men.  An 
Edmonton  fraternal  organization  has  given  entertainments  there. 

The  Gunn  Welfare  Centre  is  situated  on  a  quarter  section  of 
land.  A  large  garden  is  cultivated  and  the  vegetables  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  men  at  the  centre  during  the  year  are  grown.  Cows, 
hogs,  turkeys  and  chickens  are  raised  and  provide  milk,  meat  and 
eggs  for  the  inmates. 

The  majority  of  the  men  cared  for  have  during  their  lives  had 
farming  experience  and  assist  in  caring  for  the  stock  and  the  culti¬ 
vating  of  the  garden.  They  are  far  happier  in  these  surroundings 
than  they  would  be  in  the  confines  of  an  establishment  in  the  city. 

Many  of  the  occupants  derive  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  during 
the  summer  in  the  growing  and  care  of  the  flowers  grown  around  their 
respective  huts.  There  is  keen  rivalry  for  the  best  display. 

Lac  Ste.  Anne,  with  its  good  stock  of  fish,  is  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  centre.  The  fishermen  at  the  centre  spend  many  hours 
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at  their  favorite  sport.  The  successful  anglers  get  their  catch  cooked 
for  them  at  the  centre's  kitchen. 

Surrounding  farmers  and  people  of  the  village  of  Gunn  employ 
some  of  the  old  men  to  do  light  chores  during  the  busy  season. 
Moneys  so  earned  are  kept  by  the  men. 

Men  at  the  hostels  and  welfare  centre  are  provided  with  clothes, 
when  necessary,  and  tobacco  is  issued  to  them. 


Observations 

A  noticeable  increase  in  the  applications  for  assistance  during 
the  past  two  years  has  been  observed.  This  is  particularly  so  during 
the  winter  months.  This  applies  to  single  men  who  have  lived  in 
Alberta  for  a  number  of  years  and  single  men  from  outside  the 
province. 

There  is  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  married  men,  with 
families  in  other  provinces,  who  come  to  Alberta  seeking  work;  obtain 
work  during  the  summer  and  fall;  send  most  of  their  wages  to  their 
families  and  when  they  are  laid  off  in  the  winter  have  no  money  to 
tide  them  over  until  they  obtain  other  work. 

Many  of  these  destitute  men  state  they  came  to  Alberta  from 
eastern  Canada  because  of  articles  they  had  read  in  their  home  papers 
of  the  great  demand,  and  the  high  wages  paid  for  workers  in  the 
Alberta  oil  fields. 

For  some  months  there  was  a  large  influx  of  lumber  and  forest 
workers  from  British  Columbia  due  to  the  total  stoppage  of  work  in 
the  woods  of  that  province  because  of  strikes  and  the  danger  of 
forest  fires. 

There  is  always  a  large  number  of  applications  for  assistance 
in  that  period  between  the  end  of  harvesting  operations,  and  the 
commencement  of  work  in  the  woods.  This  was  aggravated  this  fall 
because  of  lack  of  snow,  and  operations  in  the  woods  commenced 
a  great  deal  later  than  in  normal  years. 

The  problem  of  the  elderly  homesteader  and  trapper  is  a  worry¬ 
ing  one.  Many  of  these  old  fellows  have  reached  the  stage  where 
they  can  no  longer  look  after  themselves  and  should  be  in  an  institu¬ 
tion,  or  near  some  village,  or  town,  where  medical  and  other  assistance 
can  be  provided  when  necessary. 

This  Branch  does  all  in  its  power  to  encourage  these  old  infirm 
men  to  come  to  one  of  the  institutions.  Transportation  is  offered  on 
the  understanding  that,  if  they  do  not  wish  to  stay  at  the  institution 
after  a  month's  trial,  they  will  be  given  their  return  fare.  Those  who 
accept  this  offer  invariably  stay. 

There  is  no  law  whereby  these  old  fellows  can  be  forced  to  come 
in  to  an  institution  when  they  are  incapable  of  caring  for  themselves 
in  their  present  surroundings.  The  press  and  the  public  are  unaware 
of  this  and  consequently  criticize  the  authorities  when  anything 
happens  to  these  old  men  in  their  lonely  shacks. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1953 


5 


Single  Men's  Division 

MENU 

Gunn  Welfare  Centre 

Week  Ending  August  22nd 


Breakfast 

Supper 

SUNDAY 

Rolled  Wheat 

Baked  Sausages,  Fried  Potatoes 
Jam,  Bread  and  Butter  or  Toast 
Coffee  or  Milk 

Pea  Soup,  Baked  Spare  Ribs  and  Gravy 
Mashed  Potatoes,  Creamed  Cauliflower 
Lemon  Pie,  Bread  and  Butter 

Tea  or  Milk 

Sunny  Boy  Cereal 

Boiled  Eggs,  Fried  Potatoes 

Jam,  Bread  and  Butter  or  Toast 
Coffee  or  Milk 

MONDAY 

Tomato  Soup,  Roast  Beef  and  Gravy 
Boiled  Potatoes,  Swiss  Chard, 

Pickled  Beets,  Stewed  Peaches 

Bread  and  Butter 

Tea  or  Milk 

Corn  Meal 

Baked  Sausages,  Fried  Potatoes 
Jam,  Bread  and  Butter  or  Toast 
Coffee  or  Milk 

TUESDAY 

Vegetable  Soup,  Cold  Roast  Beef 

Boiled  Potatoes,  Cabbage 

Stewed  Apples  and  Cake 

Bread  and  Butter 

Tea  or  Milk 

Rolled  Oats 

Scrambled  Eggs,  Fried  Potatoes 
Jam,  Bread  and  Butter  or  Toast 
Coffee  or  Milk 

WEDNESDAY 

Tomato  Soup,  Roast  Beef  and  Gravy 
Boiled  Potatoes,  New  Peas 

Raisin  Pie,  Bread  and  Butter 

Tea  or  Milk 

Cracked  Wheat 

Baked  Sausages,  Fried  Potatoes 
Jam,  Bread  and  Butter  or  Toast 
Coffee  or  Milk 

THURSDAY 

Vegetable  Soup,  Fried  Bologna,  Cheese 
Boiled  Potatoes,  New  Beans 

Stewed  Prunes  and  Cake 

Bread  and  Butter 

Tea  or  Milk 

Rolled  Oats 

Boiled  Eggs,  Fried  Potatoes 

Jam,  Bread  andButter  or  Toast 
Coffee  or  Milk 

FRIDAY 

Pea  Soup,  Boiled  Smoked  Cod 

Boiled  Potatoes,  New  Peas 

Stewed  Raspberries  and  Cake 

Bread  and  Butter 

Tea  or  Milk 

Corn  Meal 

Baked  Sausages,  Fried  Potatoes 
Jam,  Bread  and  Butter  or  Toast 
Coffee  or  Milk 

SATURDAY 

Vegetable  Soup,  Roast  Beef  and  Gravy 
Boiled  Potatoes,  Mashed  Turnips 
Raspberrv  Pie,  Bread  and  Butter 

Tea  or  Milk 

DAILY  NOON  DAY  SNACK:  Bread  and  Butter,  Soup,  Tea  or  Milk 
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Rehabilitation  and  Re-establishment 
Metis  Settlement  Colonies 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR,  A.  C.  McCULLY 

Expenditure  of  government  funds  for  the  purpose  of  develop¬ 
ment  on  Metis  Colonies  has  continued  to  decrease.  This  is  due  partly 
to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  settlers  are  becoming  well  established, 
and  also  that  more  of  the  Metis  Trust  Fund,  which  has  been  built  up 
from  the  profits  of  commercial  enterprises,  is  being  used  for  public 
services. 

Metis  veterans  established  under  the  Dominion-Provincial 
Special  Agreements  on  the  Colonies  are,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
making  good  progress. 

Assistance  by  way  of  material  aid  has  been  confined  solely  to 
issues  necessary  to  provide  for  settlers  who  are  unable  to  work,  owing 
to  old  age  or  sickness. 

Development-  and  Permanent'  Improvements 

Continued  progress  is  being  made  in  agricultural  areas  in  clear¬ 
ing  and  breaking  additional  land.  Five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  are  now  cleared,  broken  and  under  cultivation.  Develop¬ 
ment  and  cropping  of  government  farm  lands  provides  both  feed  for 
livestock  and  good  seed  grain  for  settlers,  as  well  as  demonstrating 
the  suitability  of  crops  to  the  various  areas. 

There  are  now  improvements  of  a  permanent  nature  on  the 
Areas  to  a  value  of  $208,189.90. 

For  details  see  attached  statements  marked  B1  and  B2. 

Housing 

There  are  now  on  the  Areas  102  houses  which  comply  with 
standard  housing  requirements,  while  an  additional  25  are  under 
construction  and  194  are  temporary  shacks. 

For  details  see  attached  statements  marked  Appendix  A. 

Stock  and  Equipment 

Settlers  participating  in  the  program  now  own  livestock  and 
equipment  as  set  out  below,  all  of  which  have  been  purchased  from 
their  own  resources: 


Milch  Cows  _ _ ... _ _ _  340 

Other  Cattle  _ _  1,015 

Horses  _ _ 810 

Hogs  _ _ 402 

Sheep  _ _ _ J _  7 1 

Poultry  _ 1,716 


Total  of  Cattle  1,355 
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to  a  value  of  approximately  $225,456.00.  In  order  to  improve  the 
settlers'  livestock,  +he  government  has  placed  purebred  sires  of  all 
classes  in  all  areas.  Settlers'  equipment  consisting  of  wagons,  sleighs, 
harness,  mowers,  and  rakes,  tractors,  truck,  power  drills,  threshing 
machines. 

For  details  of  stock  and  equipment  on  the  various  Areas  see 
Appendix  C. 

The  most  noticeable  improvement  on  the  Colonies  is  the  addition 
to  farm  equipment  purchased  by  the  settlers.  On  the  Keg  River 
Colony  there  are  now  8  trucks,  13  farm  tractors,  3  powerlift  drills, 
4  powerlift  plows,  2  threshing  machines,  1  weed  sprayer,  and  12 
power  washing  machines. 

On  Utikuma  Colony:  4  trucks,  4  farm  tractors,  1  caterpillar, 
and  4  sawmills. 

On  Beaver  River:  5  farm  trucks,  5  tractors,  1  sawmill,  and  some 
power  machinery. 

On  other  Colonies,  not  so  well  adapted  to  farming,  the  advance¬ 
ment  is  shown  in  additional  livestock. 


Education 

The  department  has  the  responsibility  of  building  and  maintain¬ 
ing  the  schools  and  employmg  the  teachers.  During  the  year  under 
review  considerable  advancement  was  made;  13  classrooms  were  in 
operation  and  one  new  schoolhouse  was  built.  Schools  which  pre¬ 
viously  operated  with  the  most  limited  supply  of  texts,  library  and 
reference  books,  and  other  equipment  now  have  a  supply  of  every¬ 
thing  equivalent  to  that  of  an  average  rural  school. 

Inspectors'  reports  disclose  that  the  average  attendance  in  these 
schools  compares  favourably  with  the  average  attendance  in  schools 
in  pioneer  white  settlements,  and  the  progress  made  by  the  Metis 
children  is  reported  to  be  very  satisfactory.  It  is  also  noted  that 
there  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  general  health 
of  these  children. 

The  improved  living  conditions  of  those  who  now  have  homes 
that  comply  with  the  standards  set  for  housing  in  these  areas  and 
the  adoption  of  simple  precautions  to  procure  pure  drinking  water 
no  doubt  account  to  some  extent  for  this  general  improvement. 
However,  some  difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  prevailing  upon 
the  settlers  to  adopt  simple  rules  of  general  sanitation  and  to 
eliminate  overcrowding  in  their  homes. 

A  moving  picture  projector  has  been  installed  in  the  new  school 
at  Keg  River  which  is  used  for  both  educational  and  entertainment 
purposes. 
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Health 

Where  possible  medical  health  officers  and  district  health  nurses 
have  visited  the  colonies  and  rendered  their  usual  services.  Vaccina¬ 
tions,  inoculations,  immunization  treatments,  and  general  health  in¬ 
spections  were  carried  out.  At  Keg  River  Colony  we  have  constructed 
and  equipped  an  emergency  hospital  and  placed  a  resident  nurse  in 
charge,  the  settlers  themselves  supplying  much  of  the  labour  and 
funds  used  for  the  purchase  of  part  of  the  equipment.  It  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  support  this  enterprise  from  funds  accumulated  in  the  Metis 
Trust  Fund.  This  fund  has  been  accumulated  for  the  most  part  from 
the  profits  of  community  projects,  such  as  lumbering  and  fishing, 
which  have  been  carried  on  by  the  settlers  under  government  super¬ 
vision.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  administration  to  expand  this  service 
so  that  there  may  be  a  similar  set-up  in  each  Colony. 

Stores 

In  order  to  make  available  necessary  supplies  at  proper  prices, 
stores  of  staple  goods  are  now  carried  in  two  of  the  areas.  Keg  River 
No.  1  and  Beaver  River  No.  7,  and  are  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Government  Supervisor  of  each  area.  These  stores  provide  a  means 
of  making  available  material  required  for  the  erection  of  buildings 
(shelter)  other  than  material  that  may  be  produced  in  the  area,  as 
well  as  food  and  clothing  when  necessary,  thus  enabling  the  settlers 
to  obtain  their  supplies  at  minimum  prices  as  all  goods  are  sold  at 
cost  price  plus  a  small  handling  charge  to  cover  the  cost  of  operation. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  gross  sales  in  the  Keg  River 
Store  amounted  to  $45,441.17  and  in  the  Beaver  River  Store  to 
$16,815.99. 


Timber 

Commercial  timber  projects  were  set  up  and  successfully  oper¬ 
ated  in  each  colony.  All  public  funds  used  in  connection  with  these 
projects  were  repaid  out  of  the  sale  of  lumber  and  the  profits  placed 
in  the  Metis  Trust  Fund.  These  operations  provide  gainful  employ¬ 
ment  for  a  large  number  of  settlers  and  at  the  same  time  make  it 
possible  for  them  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  and  look  after  their 
own  livestock  instead  of  going  to  work  in  distant  lumber  camps. 


Appendix 
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Department  of  Public  Welfare 
CHILD  WELFARE  BRANCH 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT,  C  B.  HILL 

Let  us  review  for  a  moment  the  process  and  purpose  of  a  child 
becoming  a  ward  of  the  Government.  This  occurs,  largely,  in  two 
ways:  firstly,  where  a  child,  who  is  born  out  of  wedlock  is  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  mother  and,  secondly,  where  neglect,  or  factors 
contributing  to  neglect,  result  in  a  child  being  made  a  ward  by  order 
of  a  juvenile  court. 

It  is  obvious,  of  course,  that  when  a  child  is  born  out  of  wedlock 
he  is  immediately  deprived  of  dual  parenthood,  the  prospect  of  a 
normal  home  environment  and  the  security  necessary  to  prepare  him 
for  a  productive  and  happy  life.  Fortunately,  the  large  majority  of 
these  children  are  placed  for  adoption  at  infancy  and  grow  and 
develop  naturally  in  an  atmosphere  of  love  and  security  in  the  care¬ 
fully  selected  adoptive  home. 

Those  children  who  are  made  wards  as  a  result  of  neglect 
usually  present  a  more  complex  and  more  difficult  problem.  These 
are  young  personalities  whose  background  and  training  frequently 
can  be  located  low  in  the  social  strata  thus  handicapping  prospects 
of  readjustment.  The  first  consideration,  particularly  with  temporary 
wards,  is  to  rehabilitate  the  home.  Where  this  is  not  possible,  every 
endeavour  is  made  to  locate  foster  homes  offering  all  the  potential 
of  normal  environment.  Sometimes  an  institutional  setting  offers  the 
best  prospects  for  proper  development. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  physical  and  mentally  handicapped 
children  are  given  every  possible  attention  and  medical  and 
psychiatric  services  are  employed  whenever  necessary. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  March  31,  1953,  2,045  children 
were  under  the  care  of  the  Superintendent  as  wards 


Neglected  and  Dependent  Children 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  792  new  wardships 
were  instituted.  Of  this  figure,  241  children  became  Government 
charges  by  Court  Order  while  the  additional  551  came  under  the  care 
of  this  Department  by  transfer  of  guardianship 

It  is  pointed  out  that  of  the  total  figure  of  792  new  wardships, 
153  were  temporary  wardships  extending  over  a  period  of  one  year. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  Child  Welfare  Act  it  is  possible  to  renew 
temporary  wardship  to  afford  an  additional  period  for  restoring  the 
home  scene  where  possible. 

Seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  children  were  placed  in  free 
foster  homes  during  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1953.  Of  this 
figure,  610  were  placed  with  a  view  to  adoption;  the  remaining  188 
are  in  free  foster  homes. 
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Included  in  the  above  figures  are  395  male  children,  and  403 
female  children;  of  these,  581  are  Protestant  children  and  217 
Roman  Catholic. 


Legal  Adoptions 

Our  Legal  Adoption  Department  has  finalized  817  adoptions  in 
the  past  year.  Children  who  were  wards  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Child  Welfare  constitute  561  of  the  total  figure;  the  remaining 
adoptions  (256)  were  private  legal  adoptions  of  non-wards. 

All  adoption  petitions  in  the  Province  are  reviewed  by  the  Child 
Welfare  Commission  which  is  responsible  for  presenting  these  to  the 
District  Court  complete  with  a  recommendation  for  or  against  the 
finalization  of  the  adoption.  Adoptive  homes  must  offer  any  child 
placed  with  them  a  secure  future,  love  and  affection  and  satisfactory 
religious  training  in  the  faith  of  their  parents. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  all  adoptions  finalized  during  the 
past  year  have  maintained  a  high  standard  and  each  of  these  adopted 
children  can  look  forward  to  a  normal  place  in  society  with  every 
opportunity  to  become  useful  and  stable  citizens  of  our  Province. 

The  Home  Investigating  Committee 

Applications  from  prospective  foster  parents  are  received  by  the 
Home  Investigating  Committee  and  a  child  is  not  placed  in  a  foster 
home  with  a  view  to  adoption  until  the  application  has  been  approved. 
The  gravity  of  deciding  upon  any  application  is  quickly  evident  when 
it  is  remembered  that  a  child's  personality,  security  and  prospect  for 
development  rests  upon  the  competence  and  capability  of  the 
adopting  parents. 

St  is  this  obligation  which  is  the  determining  factor  in  all  Com¬ 
mittee  work.  Irrespective  of  the  deep  yearning  which  exists  in  the 
hearts  of  those  applying  for  our  children,  it  is  necessary  to  consider 
the  interests  of  the  child  first.  To  be  able  to  report  that  the  standard 
of  the  homes  offered  to  us  is,  in  most  cases  high,  brings  us  a  great 
deal  of  satisfaction. 

In  addition  to  the  above  duty,  the  Home  Investigating  Com¬ 
mittee  arranges  for  the  inspection  of  all  Institutions  and  other  places 
in  which  children  are  cared  for. 

During  the  year  under  review,  830  applications  for  children 
with  a  view  to  adoption  were  received,  738  approved,  75  declined  for 
lack  of  proper  qualifications,  15  deferred  and  2  cancelled  at  the 
request  of  the  applicants.  In  this  connection,  there  was  a  total  of 
2,490  calls  made  to  assist  the  Committee  in  dealing  with  these 
applications.  Calls  at  Institutions,  Nurseries  and  Foster  Homes,  where 
children  are  kept  before  actual  placement  is  made,  totalled  6,391 
for  the  fiscal  year  under  review. 

Children  of  Unmarried  Parents 

The  Deputy  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  is  required  by  law  to 
keep  a  record  of  each  child  born  out  of  wedlock,  so  registered  with 
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him,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  each  such  Birth  Registration  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Child  Welfare.  For  the  year  under  review,  a  total  of 
1,240  (an  increase  of  83  over  the  previous  year)  was  reported. 

The  Child  Welfare  Branch  assists  the  unmarried  mother,  when 
she  requests  such  assistance,  in  getting  a  reasonable  contribution 
towards  the  support  of  her  child  from  the  putative  father.  Money  is 
also  collected  towards  payment  of  her  confinement  expenses  and  some 
contribution  towards  her  own  maintenance  expenses  for  a  period  of 
not  more  than  four  months,  as  provided  under  the  provisions  of 
Part  IV  of  the  Child  Welfare  Act.  If  a  satisfactory  agreement  cannot 
be  negotiated,  the  Department  takes  the  case  to  court  and  provides 
Legal  Counsel  for  this  purpose,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an  affiliation 
order. 

During  the  past  year,  the  total  amount  collected  on  old  and 
new  agreements  and  affiliation  orders  was  $51,135.35;  this  figure 
represents  an  increase  over  last  year's  total  of  $49,289.16. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  6  HILL, 

Superintendent 


Mothers'  Allowance  Branch 

One  of  the  oldest  pieces  of  welfare  legislation  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta  is  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Act  which  came  into  force  in  1919. 
This  Act  has  provided  tens  of  thousand  mothers  and  their  dependent 
children  with  assistance  since  that  date.  The  Act  has  been  amended 
on  many  occasions.  Few  amendments  were  made  from  1919  to  1936. 
From  1936  to  the  present  date,  numerous  amendments  have  been 
made  extending  the  assistance  previously  provided. 

The  intention  of  an  Act  of  this  kind  is  obvious  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  provides  needed  assistance  to  mothers  enabling  them 
to  properly  care  for,  and  educate  their  children.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  most  important  amendments  to  this  Act  were  the  amendments  in 
1936  extending  the  age  limit  of  boys  to  16  years  and  the  amendment 
in  1946  further  extending  the  age  limit  of  both  boys  and  girls  from 
16  to  18  years.  Thousands  of  Alberta  children  have  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  further  their  education  through  these  amendments. 

Legislation  that  provided  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  to  pen¬ 
sioners  in  1947,  also  included  the  mothers  and  their  dependent  chil¬ 
dren  who  are  receiving  an  allowance  under  the  Mothers'  Allowance 
Act.  There  are  approximately  1,500  mothers  and  well  over  3,000 
children  that  are  receiving  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  at  the 
present  time  and  have  been  since  1947. 

In  1951  due  to  the  h:gh  cost  of  living  the  scale  of  allowances 
was  again  increased  considerably.  Allowance  was  also  made  for  a 
very  generous  ceiling  for  earnings  and  the  income  value  of  assets. 
To  give  some  idea  of  the  increased  financial  benefits  under  this  Act, 
an  indication  of  the  increase  follows:  in  1943-44,  the  average  allow¬ 
ance  paid  on  behalf  of  each  child  was  $13.62  per  month.  In  1952-53 
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the  average  allowance  paid  on  behalf  of  each  child  was  $26.89  per 
month.  A  further  indication  of  the  increase  in  the  assistance  pro¬ 
vided  is  evident  when  we  realize  in  1919  the  expenditure  of  Mothers' 
Allowance  was  $39,427.04,  in  1934-35  the  expenditure  was  $462,- 
393.11.  In  1952-53  the  expenditure  of  Mothers'  Allowance  was 
$1,048,758.00. 

The  following  scale  shows  payments  now  in  effect: 

Woman  with  one  child,  whose  outside  income 


is  not  in  excess  of  $120.00  per  annum . $  60.00  per  month 

Woman  with  one  child  (in  other  cases)  _  50.00  per  month 

Woman  with  two  children  _  70.00  per  month 

Woman  with  three  children  _  85.00  per  month 

Woman  with  four  children  _  95.00  per  month 

Woman  with  five  children  _  105.00  per  month 

Woman  with  six  children  .  .  115.00  per  month 

Woman  with  seven  children  125.00  per  month 

Woman  with  eight  children  .  135.00  per  month 

Woman  with  nine  children  _ 145.00  per  month 


Any  woman  may  have  an  income,  or  the  income  value  of  assets 
up  to  $1,200.00  without  affecting  the  amount  of  the  allowance  to 
which  she  may  be  entitled.  The  figures  in  the  foregoing  table  include 
the  cost  of  living  bonus. 

An  application  for  an  allowance  may  be  made  directly  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Branch,  or  to  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Municipality  in  which  the  husband  had  his  home  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Under  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Act  an  allowance  may  be 
granted  to: 

(1)  a  widow; 

(2)  a  woman  who  has  been  living  in  marital  relations  with  a  man 
for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years  prior  to  his  death  and  who 
had  borne  children  registered  in  his  name; 

(3)  the  wife  of  a  man  committed  to  a  mental  hospital  under 
The  Mental  Diseases  Act; 

(4)  a  woman  who  has  been  deserted  for  three  years  or  more. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Services 

Free  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  are  provided  in  addition  to 
the  allowance.  The  types  of  services  available  are: 

1.  MEDICAL:  In  the  event  of  sickness  the  services  of  a  physician 

are  provided. 

2.  HOSPITALIZATION:  Provides  for  Standard  Ward  care  and  all 

Special  Services  available  in  an  Alberta  approved  hospital 
including  necessary  appliances  and  prescribed  drugs,  except 
the  following  for  which  the  hospital  may  charge  the  patient: 
Cortisone  or  ACTH,  Eicher  or  Judet  heads,  colostomy  or 
ileostomy  outfits,  cortate  or  oestrogen  implants,  heparin  and 
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any  new  drugs  placed  on  market  subsequent  to  March  1, 
1953.  Outpatient  hospital  services  not  provided. 

3.  DENTAL  services  provide  for  routine  dental  care  including  one- 

half  the  cost  of  new  dentures  and  excluding  posterior  bridge- 
work  and  orthodontia. 

4.  OPTICAL  services  provide  for  refraction  and  glasses  on  the  recom¬ 

mendation  of  an  eye  specialist  or  an  optometrist  and  on  the 
approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical  Services. 

5.  Other  treatment  services  may  be  provided  on  the  recommendation 

of  your  physician  and  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical 
Services. 

NOTE:  Drugs  are  provided  only  when  the  pensioner  is  a  patient 
in  hospital.  Ambulance  and  other  transport  services  such  as  artificial 
limbs,  hearing  aids,  etc.  are  not  provided. 

Enquiries  should  be  made  to  the  Director,  Division  of  Hospital 
and  Medical  Services,  Department  of  Public  Health,  Edmonton. 

The  following  statement  shows  how  the  allowances  were  dis¬ 


tributed  throughout  the  province  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March 
31st,  1953: 

Average  allowance  per  mother  per  year  _  577.19 

Average  allowance  per  child  per  year  ...  273.83 

Average  number  of  children  per  family  2.11% 

Cost  to  Province  865,550.60 

Cost  to  Municipalities  .  183,207.40 

Number  of  allowances  granted  ___  323 

Number  of  allowances  reinstated  17 

Number  of  increases  granted  213 

Number  of  decreases  made  260 

Number  of  allowances  discontinued  304 

Number  of  children  enrolled  as  at  March  31 ,  1953  1,524 

Number  of  mothers  enrolled  as  at  March  31,  1953-  3,360 


Number  of  mothers  in  receipt  of  allowance  as  at  March  31, 
1953  under  various  classifications: 

Death 
Committal 
Desertion 
Common-law 

1,524 


1,374 

35 

88 

27 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  P.  BULLOCK, 

Superintendent,  Mothers'  Allowance  Bridnch 
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PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

Old  Age  Pensions  Board 

For  the  Year  April  1st,  1952  to  March  31,  1953 


Old  Age  Assistance 

The  Old  Age  Assistance  Act  which  came  into  effect  January  1, 
1 952  provides  assistance  to  persons  between  the  ages  of  65  and  69, 
who  have  resided  in  Canada  for  the  twenty  years  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  date  of  commencement  of  assistance  payments,  or  if  they 
have  not  so  resided,  have  been  present  in  Canada  prior  to  those 
twenty  years  for  an  aggregate  period  equal  to  twice  the  aggregate 
period  of  absences  from  Canada  during  those  twenty  years.  The 
maximum  allowance  paid  under  this  Act  is  $40.00  per  month  on 
a  means  test  basis.  In  addition  to  this  the  Province  provides  a 
Supplementary  Allowance  up  to  $10.00  per  month  also  on  a  means 
test  basis,  together  with  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  for  the 
pensioner,  his  spouse  and  dependent  children  who  are  under  18 
years  of  age. 

Persons  entitled  to  this  pension  are  transferred  to  the  Regional 
Director  for  Old  Age  Security  when  they  become  70  years  of  age, 
which  means  that  while  we  are  dealing  with  a  large  number  of 
applications  our  actual  payroll  does  not  indicate  the  number  being 
dealt  with  due  to  the  large  number  transferred  each  month.  When 
a  person  is  transferred  to  Old  Age  Security  the  Supplementary  Allow¬ 
ance  payment  continues  to  be  made  to  the  pensioner.  We  believe 
that  at  the  present  time  we  have  reached  a  peak  and  that  from  now 
on  only  a  gradual  and  much  smaller  increase  should  be  expected 
each  month. 

The  total  amount  paid  out  under  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Act 
from  January  1,  1952  to  March  31,  1953  was  $2,252,785.79.  The 
average  Old  Age  Assistance  payment  for  the  month  of  March,  1953 
was  $36.96. 

The  payment  of  Old  Age  Assistance  is  shared  on  an  equal  basis 
between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  Provincial  Government 
through  an  agreement  between  the  Provincial  Government  and 
Federal  Government. 

The  full  cost  of  the  Supplementary  Allowance  and  Hospital  and 
Medical  Services  to  recipients  under  this  Act  is  borne  by  the  Province 
of  Alberta. 
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Blind  Persons  Allowances  Act* 

Allowances  are  paid  to  blind  persons  under  a  new  Act  that  be¬ 
came  effective  January  1,  1952.  There  were  some  minor  changes  in 
the  new  Act,  one  in  particular  being  the  residence  clause.  The  re¬ 
quirement  in  this  respect  is  now  10  years  residence  in  Canada  rather 
than  20  years.  The  applicant  must  be  at  least  21  years  of  age.  The 
maximum  allowance  paid  under  this  Act  is  $40.00  on  a  means  test 
basis.  The  recipient  is  also  eligible  for  a  Supplementary  Allowance 
which  is  also  paid  on  a  means  test  basis  wholly  by  the  Province  of 
Alberta.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  Hospital  and  Medical  Services 
are  provided  for  the  pensioner,  his  dependent  spouse  and  dependent 
children  under  18  years  of  age. 

Previous  to  the  change  in  the  legislation,  we  were  providing 
assistance  to  approximately  500  blind  persons.  Approximately  25% 
of  persons  receiving  this  assistance  were  70  years  of  age  and  were 
transferred  to  the  Regional  Director  for  Old  Age  Security  on  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1952  which  reduced  our  payroll  considerably. 

As  of  March  31,  1953  there  were  383  persons  receiving  an 
allowance  under  the  Blind  Persons  Allowance  Act. 

During  the  year  $182,887.31  was  paid  to  blind  persons  in  this 
Province. 

The  payment  of  a  Blind  Persons  Allowance  is  paid  under  an 
Agreement  between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  Provincial 
Government,  the  Federal  Government  being  responsible  for  75%  and 
the  Province  25%. 

The  payment  of  Supplementary  Allowance  and  the  Hospital 
and  Medical  Services  to  recipients  under  this  Act  is  wholly  borne  by 
the  Province  of  Alberta. 


Provincial  Supplementary  Allowance 

A  Supplementary  Allowance  may  be  paid  to  a  person  eligible  for 
an  allowance  under  the  Old  Age  Security  Act  (Canada)  or  an  allow¬ 
ance  under  the  Blind  Persons  Allowance  Act  (Canada)  or  a  person 
who  has  been  awarded  assistance  under  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Act 
(Canada),  and  who  qualifies  under  the  means  test  as  prescribed  by 
the  regulations  and  who  has  resided  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  for 
the  greater  portion  of  the  3  years  immediately  prior  to  the  date  he 
was  awarded  assistance  under  the  Acts  as  set  out  above. 

Supplementary  Allowances  are  paid  wholly  by  the  Province  of 
Alberta. 

As  of  March  31,  1953  the  number  receiving  Supplementary 


Allowance  were  as  follows: 

Recipients  of  Old  Age  Security  _  18,050 

Recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance  _ . _ _  3,231 

Recipients  of  Blind  Persons  Allowances _  350 
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Widows'  Pensions 

An  Act  respecting  Widows"  Pensions  was  assented  to  April  10, 
1952  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1952.  This  Act 
provides  assistance  to  widows  between  the  ages  of  60  and  65  who 
have  at  least  15  years  residence  in  Canada  prior  to  their  sixtieth 
birthday  and  who  have  resided  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  for  the 
greater  portion  of  the  3  years  immediately  preceding  the  date  of 
application. 

The  maximum  payment  under  this  Act  is  $40.00  per  month 
and  is  paid  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  applicant. 

No  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of  a  Supplementary 
Allowance  to  widows  qualifying  under  this  Act,  however,  they  do 
receive  the  full  Hospital  and  Medical  benefits. 

The  full  cost  of  Widow's  Pensions  and  Hospital  and  Medical 
Services  is  borne  by  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

As  at  March  31,  1953,  529  widows  were  receiving  a  pension 
under  the  above  Act.  The  average  pension  paid  was  $36.25, 


Medical  Services 

Free  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  are  provided  to  all  those 
persons— 

1.  Who  were  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1951  in  receipt  of 
Supplementary  Allowance  under  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Act 
and  were  transferred  to  the  Old  Age  Security  Act  as  of 
January  1,  1952. 

2.  Who  have  qualified  for  Old  Age  Security  subsequent  to 
January  1,  1952  and  who  qualified  for  an  allowance  under 
the  Supplementary  Allowances  Act. 

3.  In  receipt  of  Old  Age  Security  whose  income  is  in  excess 
of  $840.00  but  does  not  exceed  $1,000.00  a  year  (single 
persons)  and  to  married  persons  whose  income  is  in  excess 
of  $1,320.00  but  does  not  exceed  $1,500.00. 

4.  Receiving  a  pension  under  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Act,  the 
Blind  Persons  Allowances  Act,  and  the  Widows'  Pension 
Act. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  of  March  31,  1953  the  number 
receiving  these  benefits  were  as  follows: 


Pensioners 

23,500 


Spouses 

3,168 


Dependent 

Children 

511 


Total 

27,179 
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Types  of  Services  Available 

1.  MEDICAL:  In  the  event  of  sickness  the  services  of  a  physician 

are  provided. 

2.  HOSPITALIZATION:  Provides  for  Standard  Ward  care  and  all 

Special  Services  available  in  an  Alberta  approved  hospital 
including  necessary  appliances  and  prescribed  drugs,  except 
the  following  for  which  the  hospital  may  charge  the  patient: 
Cortisone  or  ACTH,  Eicher  or  Judet  heads,  colostomy  or 
ileostomy  outfits,  cortate  or  oestrogen  implants,  heparin 
and  any  new  drugs  placed  on  market  subsequent  to  March  1, 
1953,  Outpatient  hospital  services  not  provided. 

3.  DENTAL  services  provide  for  routine  dental  care  including  one- 

half  of  the  cost  of  new  dentures  and  excluding  posterior 
bridge-work  and  orthodontia. 

4.  OPTICAL  services  provide  for  refraction  and  glasses  on  the  recom¬ 

mendation  of  an  eye  specialist  or  an  optometrist  and  on  the 
approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical  Services. 

5.  Other  treatment  services  may  be  provided  on  the  recommendation 

of  your  physician  and  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Medical 
Services. 

The  statistics  that  follow  will  indicate  something  of  the  extent 
of  the  work  involved  in  administering  Old  Age  Assistance,  Blind 
Persons  Allowances,  Supplementary  Allowance,  Widow's  Pensions 
and  Hospital  and  Medical  Services. 

The  figures  shown  in  the  following  statements  are  on  an  incurred 
basis.  There  will,  therefore,  be  a  slight  variance  with  the  figures 
shown  in  Public  Accounts. 
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Old  Age  Assistance  Applications  and  Pensions 
April  1,  1952  to  March  31,  1953 

Applications  received  _  2,862 

Applications  granted  _  2,780 

Applications  rejected: 

Not  65  years  of  age  _  96 

Income _ - _  231 

Not  sufficient  residence  _  4 

Transfer  of  property  _  18 

Recipient  of  War  Veterans  Allowance 

(not  eligible)  _  1 

Pension  under  Old  Age  Security  Act _  27 

Refused  information  ...  _  _  42 

Applications  withdrawn  _  55 

Died  before  actually  becoming  eligible  26 

-  500 

Pensions  as  at  March  31,  1952  _  2,954 

Add:  Pensions  granted  from  April  1,  1952  to  March 

31,  1953  _  2,780 

Add:  Pensions  transferred  from  other  Provinces _  107 

Add:  Pensions  reinstated  _  48 

-  5,889 

Deduct:  Pensioners  deceased  during  the  period  — .  157 

Deduct:  Pensions  suspended  _  173 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  other  Provinces _  1  13 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  Old  Age  Security  758 

—  1,201 


Total  Pensioners  on  payroll  at  March  31,  1953  _  4,688 

Average  Old  Age  Assistance  (basic)  monthly  $36.96. 

Conditions  and  Circumstances  of  Old  Age  Pensioners 
Granted  During  April  1,  1952  to  March  31,  1953 

Sex:  Male  _  1,323 

Female  _  1,457 

Conjugal  State:  Married  _ 1,318 

Single  _  377 

Widowed _  888 

Separated  _  164 

Divorced  _ _ _ - _  33 


2,780 
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Classification  of  Pensions  Authorized  During  April  1,  1952 
To  March  31 ,  1953  According  to  Age 


Age:  65  _  588 

66  _ 640 

67  _  459 

68  _  472 

69  _  621 


2,780 


Amount  Paid  in  Old  Age  Assistance 
April  1,  1952  to  March  31,  1953 

Total  amount  paid  Pensioners  in  Alberta  _ - _ $1,963,637.34 

Less:  Total  amount  of  refunds _  $29,388.37  29,388.37 

$1,934,248.97 

Add:  Amount  paid  to  other  Provinces 
and  N.W.T.  for  pensioners  with 
Alberta  residence _  $18,563.94 

Less:  Amount  received  from  other 
Provinces  and  N.W.T.  for  pen¬ 
sioners  with  residence  in  other 

Provinces  _  18,340.39 

- -  223.55 

$1,934,472.52 

Dominion  Government's  Share - $967,236.26 

i  _  . 

Applications  and  Pensions  for  the  Blind 
April  1,  1952  to  March  31,  1953 


Applications  received _ -  86 

Pensions  granted  - 68 

Applications  rejected: 

Income _  7 

Not  able  to  meet  blind  test -  18 

Application  withdrawn  -  0 

Refused  information  -  4 

Died  before  actually  becoming  eligible -  1 

Not  sufficient  residence _  0 


Applicant  not  eligible  after  January  1,  1952  in 
view  of  new  Old  Age  Security  Act - 


3 
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Blind  Pensioners  as  at  March  31,  1952  _ _  376 

Add:  Pensions  granted  during  1952-1953  _  68 

Add:  Pensions  transferred  from  other  Provinces  _ —  6 

Add:  Pensions  reinstated  _ - _ _ _ _ _ _  16 

—  466 

Deduct:  Pensioners  deceased  during  the  year _ _  16 

Deduct:  Pensions  suspended  _ _ T _ _  33 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  other  Provinces _  8 

Deduct:  Pensions  transferred  to  Old  Age  Security  _  26 

—  83 

Total  Blind  Pensioners  as  at  March  31,  1953  _ _  383 

Average  Blind  Pension  (basic)  _  $38.31 


Condition  and  Circumstances  of  Blind  Pensioners 
Added  During  Fiscal  Year  1952-1953 


Sex:  Male  _ _ _ _ _ _ —  34 

Female  _ _ _ _  34 


Conjugal  State:  Married 
Single 
Widowed 
Separated 
Divorced 


68 

34 

20 

11 

3 

0 

68 


Amount  Paid  in  Blind  Allowances 
April  1,  1952  to  March  31,  1953 

Total  amount  paid  to  blind  pensioners  in  Alberta  $182,887.31 

Less:  Total  amount  of  refunds  „ $3,602.21 

— — —  3,602.21 

$179,285.10 

Add:  Amount  paid  to  other  provinces 
and  N.W.T.  for  pensioners  with 

Alberta  residence _  973.37 

Less:  Amount  received  from  other 

Provinces  and  N.W.T.  for  pen¬ 
sioners  with  residence  in  other 

provinces  _ _ _  1,306.18 

— — —  332.81 


Dominion  Government's  Share  _ _ $134,214.22 


$178,952.29 
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Supplemental  Provincial  Allowance 


Total  amount  paid  to  pensioners  in  Alberta  _  $2,552,967.01 

Less:  Amount  of  year's  refunds _ _ _  29,035.79 


Add:  Amount  paid  to  British  Columbia 
for  Alberta  pensioners  resident 

there  _ _ _ $106,688.29 

Less:  Amount  received  from  British 
Columbia  for  their  pensioners 
resident  in  Alberta _  20,939.42 


$2,523,931.22 


85,748.87 


Add:  Amount  paid  to  Saskatchewan  for  Alberta 
pensioners  resident  there  _ _ 


$2,609,680.09 

3,428.25 


$2,613,108.34 

Less:  Amount  received  from  Saskatchewan  for 

their  pensioners  resident  in  Alberta _  13,530.70 


Total  cost  to  the  Province  of  Alberta  _  $2,599,57 7.64 

Widow's  Pensions 

April  T#  1952  fro  March  31,  1953 


Applications  received  _ _ „ _ _ _  747 

Applications  granted  _ _ _  596 

Applications  rejected: 

Not  over  60  years  of  age  .  9 

Not  widow  within  meaning  of  the  Act  3 

Lacking  required  residence  4 

Income _ 24 

Application  not  completed  . . .  3 

Transfer  of  property  2 

Application  withdrawn  _ _ _ _ _ _  .  5 

Divorced  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -  1 

Died  before  actually  becoming  eligible  _  2 

Recipient  of  War  Veterans  Allowance  (not  eligible)  1 
Pension  under  Old  Age  Assistance  Act  4 

—  58 

Pensions  granted  during  April  1,  1952  to  March  31, 

1953  ...  596 

Add:  Pensions  reinstated _  _  .  3 

—  599 

Deduct:  Pensioners  deceased  during  the  period  -  2 

Deduct:  Pensions  suspended  68 

_  70 

Total  pensioners  on  payroll  at  March  31,  1953  _  529 

Average  Widow's  Pension  monthly  _ $36.25 
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Amount  Paid  in  Widow's  Pensions 

April  1,  1952  to  March  31,1953 

Total  amount  paid  in  Widow's  Pensions  in  Alberta  $150,572.47 
Less:  Total  amount  of  refunds _ _  1,812.04 

Total  cost  to  the  Province  of  Alberta _ _  $148,760.43 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  BOARD, 

A.  C.  McCuily, 

Chairman. 

W.  P.  Bullock, 

Member  of  the  Board. 


W.  A.  R.  Rees, 

Member  of  the  Board. 


STATEMENT  No.  171 


GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT 

EXPENDITURE  CLASSIFIED  BY  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  CHARACTER 
For  the  Year  Ended  March  31,  1953 
INCOME  ACCOUNT 


I 

5  5 


„  .9- 
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Automobiles - 

Board. . . 

Books  and  binding.. 
Buildings  and  sites.. 
Burials - 


Feed  and  seed _ 

Fees  and  commissions- 


Heating,  lighting  and  power - 

Hospital  and  medical  supplies - 

Laundry  and  cleaning _ 

Medical  and  hospital  services - 

Miscellaneous  expenses  and  supplies- 

Newspapers  and  periodicals - 

Postage - 


Printing,  stationery  and  office  supple 

Rates,  rentals  and  insurance _ 

Repairs  and  replacements - 

Salaries- 


Telegrams  and  telephones- 

Travelling  expenses _ 

Wages _ 


TOTAL:  Income  Account- 


21.09 
4,91 1.81 
42.73 
101.36 


1,709.72 

1 1792534 


430.02 
22.25 
1,708.87 
5,010.46 
128.76 
19.96 
58,329.26 
1,166.19 
1 ,754.47 


650.1 

2,07~6'j 


3,524.‘ 

l,047.f 

218.: 

9,407.1 

2,604.' 


4,457. 

1,843. 

16,270. 


1 2,783. ^ 
140. C 
3,200.: 
19,513.< 


$  3,423.44 

323,975.93 
1,676.68 


531.90 

495.60 

4,371.30 


1,713.84 

1,380.24 

510.14 

1,356.16 

49,229.48 

725.17 

6,913.48 


18.75 

'679.93 


$69,326.70  $521,767.70 


$69,817.35  $509,799.74  $35,802.19 


:,  1 98.93 
3.05 
12.72 


1,422.49 

17.55 

17.64 


$2,214.70  $1,060,682.69 


$55,196.78  $214,076.85  $22,856.38  $1,008.37 


$32.99  $2,356,535.80  $2,630,223.71  $8,009,135.92 


$  3,423.44 

621,741.41 
1,676.68 
17,202.82 
3,951.37 
23,257.58 
73,018.70 

12.25 
3,830.97 
1,021.59 

701.90 

3,975.12 

6,480,785.90 

10,741.36 

18,678.03 

2,946.96 

130,025.59 

5,856.58 

46.25 
19,115.29 

13.459.15 
22,881.43 

4,123.35 

440,891.17 

2,309.83 

38,102.04 

65.359.16 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Annual  Report1,  1952-1953 

Accounting  Branch 


Mr.  A.  H.  Miller, 

Deputy  Minister, 

Department  of  Public  Welfare 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  work 
of  the  Accounts  Branch,  covering  the  fiscal  year  ending  31st  March, 
1953. 

Continued  activity  in  all  branches  of  the  Department  created 
a  corresponding  volume  of  work  in  the  Accounts  Branch, 

A  summary  of  Expenditures  made  and  Revenue  received,  on 
account  of  the  services  indicated  under  the  respective  headings,  is 
set  out  on  the  accompanying  statements. 

Expenditures  on  account  of  Old  Age  Pensions  show  a  marked 
decrease,  accounted  for  by  the  Government  of  Canada  assuming  full 
responsibility  for  pensioners  70  years  of  age  and  over  from  January 
1st,  1952,  so  that  no  expendture  was  made  by  the  Government  of 
the  Province  of  Alberta  on  account  of  this  class  of  pensioner  during 
the  fiscal  year  under  review.  The  necessary  accounting  procedures 
for  dealing  with  Pensions  to  Disabled  Persons  which  became  effective 
on  June  1st,  1953,  were  established. 

All  books  of  accounts  were  duly  balanced  and  the  information 
extracted  from  them  and  published  in  the  Public  Accounts  sets  forth 
a  true  statement  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  Department. 

All  accounts  submitted  were  promtly  dealt  with  and  those  found 
to  be  correct  were  passed  for  payment  without  undue  delay. 

The  usual  turnover  of  Staff  was  experienced  by  way  of  resigna¬ 
tions,  transfers  and  promotions.  The  efficiency  of  the  Branch  was 
not  affected  as  new  duties  were  assumed  readily  and  performed 
diligently. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Yours  truly, 

CHAS.  F.  5WEETLOVE, 
Account,  Department  of 
Public  Welfare 
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STATEMENT  No.  172 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT 
CASH  COLLECTED  ON  INCOME  ACCOUNT 
For  the  Year  Ended  March  31,  1953 


Child  Welfare  Act,  reimbursements  . 
Direct  relief,  indigent  and  medical 
services: 

Reimbursements  from  improve¬ 
ment  and  municipal  districts 
Indigent  and  medical  services: 

Reimbursements  form  improve¬ 
ment  and  municipal  districts 
Mothers'  Allowance  Act,  reimburse¬ 
ments  _ _ 

Old  age  and  blind  pensions: 

Recoveries  from  estates,  old  age 

pensions  _  _ _ _ 

Reimbursements,  old  age  pensions: 

Government  of  Canada  _ 

Municipalities  . . . 

Provinces  _ _ 

Reimbursements,  blind  pensions: 

Government  of  Canada  . . 

Municipalities  _ 

Provinces  _ _ _ 

Supplementary  allowances,  reim¬ 
bursements: 

Blind,  pensions  . . . 

Old  age  pensions  _ _ _ _ 

Rosehaven,  home  for  the  aged, 
Camrose: 

Patients  maintenance  charges 
Services  and  supplies  to  staff  ... 
Miscellaneous  ..  . . 


In  Excess  of 

Actual  Estimates  Estimates 


$128,325.67 

$219,100.00 

$  . 

122,636.38 

145,000.00 

56,513.14 

1 13,000.00 

188,256.84 

149,700.00 

38,556.84 

6,562.37 

1,054,071.32 
967.69  1 
33,526.1 5  \ 

1 56,557.45  \ 

L079.98 

1 

’  2,675,600.00 

1 

6,562.37 

372.50 

1,000.00 

35,819.33 

31,000.00 

4,819.33 

157,366.07 

150,000.00 

7,366.07 

5,799.62 

5,/  00.00 

99.62 

12.35 

100.00 

Less  than 
Estimates 
$90,774.33 


22,363.62 


56,486.86 


1,429,397.41 


627.50 


87.65 


TOTAL:  Income  Account 


$1,947,866.86  $3,490,200.00 


$1,542,333.14 

(Net) 


Certified  correct, 

C.  K.  HUCKVALE,  F.C.A., 


Provincial  Auditors. 
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Inspections  Branch 

During  the  fiscal  year  under  review,  the  Inspections  Branch 
continued  to  complete  investigations  as  requested  by  the  several 
branches  of  the  Department.  New  regulations  covering  benefits  paid 
under  the  statutes  within  the  scope  of  the  Department's  activities 
made  it  necessary  for  our  inspectors  to  become  familiar  with  the 
administration  of  the  Department  as  a  whole.  In  order  to  assist  in 
this  respect,  periodic  inspector's  conventions  are  called  at  which  our 
field  workers  are  given  the  opportunity  of  reviewing  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  each  Branch  and  of  hearing  lectures  from  the  several  Branch 
Supervisors.  When  it  is  realized  that  the  inspector  is  the  field 
representative  for  the  Department  the  importance  of  his  position 
cannot  be  over-emphasized. 

The  conscientious  inspector  has  the  opportunity  of  assisting 
many  unfortunate  persons  and  bringing  some  measure  of  release 
from  burdens  which  are  extremely  heavy.  It  is  not  only  the  aim  of 
the  Inspections  Branch  to  see  that  all  circumstances  are  reported 
which  affect  the  applications  for  assistance,  but  also  to  give  advice 
and  counsel  to  those  who  do  not  understand  the  regulations  which 
determine  their  eligibility. 

During  the  fiscal  year  under  review,  the  Inspections  Branch 
completed  a  total  of  20,368  investigations.  The  number  of  inspec¬ 
tions  requested  by  the  different  Branches  are  shown  below. 

Old  Age  Pensions  _  10,087 

Blind  Pensions  _  574 

Mothers  Allowance  _  715 

Child  Welfare  _  7,881 

Relief  _  870 

Miscellaneous  _  241 


20,368 


